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Upon her forehead! 2as a name written, —— THE MOTHER 
OF ABOMINATIONS., 


| the former part of this chapter our atten- 


tion is directed to a woman fitting upon a 
ſcarlet coloured beaſt. She is exhibited to 
our view in all the pomp and pride, in all the ele- 
gance and ornament of dreſs. She is repreſented 


as employing various alluring arts in order to ſe- 
duce men into the paths of guilt and ruin. Up- 


on her forchead ſhe bears this remarkable in- 
ſcription, MysrERY, BanryLoN THE GREAT, 
THE MorhzR or HARLO TS, AND ABOMINA- 
TIONS or THE EarTH. Such is the prophetic 
picture. Let us now enquire into the meaning 
of it. By the woman then, I think, we may war- 


_ rantably underſtand, the Church of Rome. This 
will appear with ſufficient evidence, when we con- 


ſider, that every circumſtance aſcribed to her in 


the context, is plainly deſcriptive of that church. 
To ſhew this with regard to every ſingle ſtroke 
in the picture, would lead us into too wide a field 


of diſcuſion. We ſhall therefore ſatisfy ourſelves 


preſſion in our text, The mother of abominations, is 


with endeavouring to make it appear that the ex- 


juſtly applicable to the church of Rome. And, 


my brethren, is not this clear as the meridian ſun? 
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is ſhe not evidently the mother of eminent # 


is ſhe not the powerful ſupporter, the grand pa- 


troneſs, and the fruitful parent of numberleſs abo- 
minations, both in principle and practice, both 


as to faith and manners? ſhe certainly is. 
In order then to confirm this aſſertion, it is pro- 


poſed, in the progreſs of this diſcourſe, to direct 


your attention to ſome .of thoſe abominations, 
both doctrinal and practical, by which the church 
of Rome is diſtinguiſhed ; or, in other words, to 
point out the leading doctrines, ordinances, and 


modes of worſhip belonging to that church, by 


which it will appear, that ſhe is indeed, he mo- 
_ ther of abominations. 

So many and ſo great are the errors, both as 
to faith and practice, of the church of Rome, 
that it is difficult to know where to begin, how 

to proceed, or where to ſtop, - In this diſcourle, 
however, it may be ſufficient to point out a few. of 


thoſe which are the molt conſpicuous, and which 


therefore make the greateſt figure in their ſyſtem. 


of theology. Nor will it be neceſſary to ſpend 


much time in arguing againſt them. They carry 


upon their very front ſuch evident marks of falſe - 


hood and abſurdity, that barely to mention, is 
indeed to refute them. They are founded neither 
in Scripture, nor reaſon, nor common ſenſe; nay, 
my brethren, they are, as it is hoped will appear 


from what follows, > Giametrically oppoike to all 


theſ{t We. 
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The firſt and fundamental error then to which 
we would direct your attention, is this; under 
pain of the higheſt cenſures of the church in this 
world, and of eternal damnation in the world to 
come, the people of the Roman Catholic com- 
munion are forbidden to read the holy Scrip- 
tures “. To them the Bible is a ſealed book; 


Fa 


* This is the avowed doctrine, od the eſtabliſhed practice of the 
church of Rome with regard to the holy Scriptures. They have indeed 
expreſſy decreed that ſince the promiſcuous uſe of Bibles in the vulgar 
tongue would do more harm than good (theſe are their very words) no 
perſon ſhall be allowed to read tranflations of Scripture, even thongh 
made by Catholics ; unleſs he firſt abtain a licence in form from the Biſhop, 
or Inquiſitor, by the advice of the Curate, or Confeſſor. And whoever 
tranſgreſſes this rule ſhall not receive abſolution of his ſins till he give up 
his Bible. Now, as the procuring of ſuch a licence is a matter of conſider- 
able difficulty and danger, very few give themſelves the trouble of apply- 


ing for it. To obtain it, is certainly attended with difficulty, as it is a 


matter of time, and form, and deliberation on the part of the clergy, with 
regard to the fitneſs of the perſon to be entruſted with it. It is likewiſe 


a dangerous affair as it always raiſes a ſuſpicion of hereſy againſt the perſon 


who makes the application. And it is well known, that in all popiſh 


countries, where the inquiſition preyails, hereſy is death—and often too in 


its moſt TERRIBLE FORM. | Conſidering then the obſtacles and diſcourage- 
ments thrown in the way of their reading the Scriptures, it is highly pro- 
bable, that there are in many places, ſubject to the dominion of the Pope, 
multitudes who have not, during their whole lives, either read, or heard 
a ſingle chapter of the Bible in their own language.—To keep the people 


in ignorance of the Scriptures has long been a a favourite object of the 
tulers in the church of Rome. It is a point indeed which they have la- 


boured to eſtabliſh and maintain with the utmoſt (kill and addreſs; with 
the utmoſt exertion of their power and authority. Nor is it wonderful 


that they have done ſo, when we conſider the opinion which they have 


ex preſſed concerning the Bible. Said the Eiſhops; aſſembled at Bononia 
to conſult about the eſtabliſhment of the Roman See, when adviſing Pope 
Julius! III. to forbid the reading of it in the vulgar ton gue Sr This i is that 
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it is locked up in the learned languages, and they 
have neither power nor inclination to peruſe it.--- 
Ignorance, they are taught, is the mother of de- 
votion, and therefore ſo much the better it is, the 
leſs they know of God, as to his nature, perfec- 
tions and providence ; as to his word, his wor- 
ſhip, his works, and his ways.----My people, ſays 
God, are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge *. In 
full contradiction to this aſſertion of the Almigh. 
ty, it is pronounced by the rulers in the church 
of Rome, that the people periſh rather through 
abundance of knowledge; and therefore it is ne.. 
ceſſary that the means of knowledge ſhould be? 
withheld from them.--Our bleſſed Saviour expreſ- 
ly commands us to ſearch the Scriptures +; but 
his profeſſed ſervants in the church of Rome, pe- | 
remptorily forbid us to ſearch them.----God, in 
compaſſion to the ignorance and weakneſs of the 
human race, has been pleaſed to favour them 
with a revelation of his will, in order to guide 
them into the ways of truth, of holineſs and of 
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happineſs but the clergy of the church of Romm | 
8 have diſcovered, as they pretend, that it would | 


be extremely dangerous for the people to become 
acquainted with this revelation, They have diſ- 
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© book which above all others hath raiſed thoſe tempeſts and whirlwinds 4 
© with which we were almoſt carried away. And in truth if any one dili- 
« gently conſider it, and compare it with what is done in our church he will 
find them very contrary to each other; and our doctrine not only to be 
very different from it, but repugnant to it. 
* Hoſca iv. 6. f John v. 39. 


* = . g +4 N 
OST EROS ES TRY at © a l 
Bas fb cy 2 oY 83 5 Re be” 
n 8 n > . . * { 
TL * N SPY. — 82 Fs © CEOS 4 KY" 
ITE 4 Loh 1 a, TI EST TIN 
nn n 


. 
covered, that the people might abuſe it, and 

abuſing, it might become hurtful to them. They 
have therefore under the ſevereſt penalties, pro- 
hibited the reading of it altogether. This prohis 
bition too they have delivered under the ſpecious 
pretence of a tender concern, and even of the 
moſt ardent zeal for the good of the people; but, 
in reality, they have done it that the people may 
be kept in ignorance; that they may know no- 
thing of the divine will, but what their ſpiritual 
guides are pleaſed darkly and imperſectly to re- 
veal unto them.-----This conduct, my brethren, 
is ſo manifeſtly wrong and wicked, that to go 
about formally to reaſon againſt it would be at 

once to miſpend your time, and to inſult. your 
underſtandings. In a proteſtant aſſembly it needs 
only to be mentioned, in order to be deteſted. 
So glaring indeed are the marks of cruelty, im- 
piety, and abſurdity ſtamped upon it, that, if our 
minds are not blinded by paſſion, or warped by 
prejudice, we may perceive them even with half 
an eye.---That it is contrary to the deſign of 
Scripture will appear from the following quota- 
tions. Says the apoſtle Paul, when writing to 
the Coloflians, Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you 
richly . We are informed, that the Scriptures 
are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, and we are 
further told, that all Scripture is given by inſpi- 


Col. ut. 16. 
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ration of God, and is profitable for dotrine,” for Foc | 


proof, for correction, for inſtruttion in righteouſ+ 
eſs +. But how, I beſeech you, can the Scrip- 
tures be productive of theſe advantages to thoſe 
who are allowed neither to read, nor to under- 
ſtand them: 1 MN 


If any perſon, r ;emoriuit of the pep | 
ſyſtem, were to aſk, what can be the reaſon that 


the governors 1n the church of Rome are ſo wons 


derfully ſollicitous to hinder the people from 
reading the Scriptures ?---what is the reaſon that 
they are ſo exceedingly careful to conceal from 


them the word of God, which contains a revela- 
tion of the will of God ?---what:do they mean by 


ſo induſtriouſly hiding the great light of the gol. 
pel as it were under a buſhel ?---what may be the 
reaſon that they are at ſo much pains to reſtrain 
the people from the uſe of the ſacred Writings, 
which are evidently intended to promote their 


improvement in knowledge, in purity, and in 


peace ?---Were any perſon to aſk ſuch queſtions 


as theſe, he. might be anſwered, the reaſon is, that 


they love darkneſs rather than light---becaule - 


their deeds; and doctrines are evil. Their doc. 
trines, they know, cannot bear to be examined 


by the word of God; they cannot bear to be 
placed in a light ſo clear and ſtrong as that of 


the Scriptures. They court the ſhade ;----they 


+ 2 Timothy, ili. 15, 16. 
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delight- in 'darkneſs.-----The clergy, therefore, 
are wiſe enough, in their generation, to perceive 
that it is their intereſt, as much as poſſible, to 
exclude the light, to huddle all up in the dark, 
and to cover their motely ſyſtem with myſtery 


and gloom. They are wiſe enough to obſerve, 


that, were the people allowed the free and un- 
reſtrained uſe of the Scriptures, the light would 


unavoidably break in upon them; they would 


come to the knowledge of the truth; they would 


diſcover the errors of the church; they would 


riſe above their preſent paſſions and prejudices; 
they would immediately burſt aſunder the igno- 


minious bands of ignorance, of ſuperſtition, of 
folly, and of vice. The charm would then be 


_ over; the enchantment would be broken; the 


deluſion would be ended; and a period would be 
put to their gainful employment, For theſe rea- 
ſons they are determined to oppoſe the Scriprures z 


and, to the utmoſt of their power, to hinder the 


pcople from peruſing them. The. Scriptures, 


they perceive, are againſt them; and therefore 


they are relolyed to be againſt the Scriptures 2. 


* Here I cannot help obſerving, that there is a ſtriking reſemblance be- 
tween the Popiſh clergy, and the ſilver-ſmiths of Diana, of whom we 


have an account in the Acts of the apoſtles, the xix. chap. from the 23. 


verſe. The apoſile Paul, upon his arrival at Epheſus, found the inhabi- 
tants of that populous city ſunk in ſuperſtition, | and devoted to idolatrys 


Like a faithful ſervant of. Jeſus Chriſt, he ſet himſelf to dit) pel the gloom 


of the former, and to reclaim them from the impiety of the latter. For 
this purpoſe ke endeavoured to perſuade them, that they be no gods which 
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In the conduct of the church of Rome, there 
is another particular intimately connected with 
this part of the ſubject, and which, like the for- 
mer, is abundantly impious and abſurd. It is 
this: all their public prayers, and ſome of the 


other offices of religion are performed in an un- 
known tongue. Whatever may be the native 
language of the people, prayers are offered up to 
God, and exhortations are addreſſed to men in 


the Latin language; a language which they do 


not underſtand---a language indeed with which 


they are altogether unacquainted. How ſenſe. 


leis----how ridiculous is ſuch a practice 5 Is it 


are made with. hands ; and fo ſucceſsful was he in thi; glorious undertaking, 
that multitudes renounced the worſhip of idols, and devoted themſelves 
to the ſervice of the true God. The artificers of Diana, who: had acquired 
ample fortunes by making fiiver. ſhrines for that goddeſs, were not indiſfe- 


rent ſpectators of this revolution among the people. They immediately 


tꝰok the alarm; they were inflamed with all the angry paſſions in àa mo- 
ment; they raiſed a dreadful outcry againſt the apoſtle, as if he had 
been going to ſubvert the eta religion, and to turn the world upſide 
But wherefore did they raiſe this terrible uproar ? Why, becauſe, 


as the ſacrcd hiſtorian informs us, their craft was in danger of being ſet at 


nought, and the lucrative trade in which the they were engaged of coming 


to an end. This too is the very reaſon why the governors in the church 


of Rome are at ſo much pains to diſeourage the reading of the Scriptures. 
They know, that were the people indulged with the enjoyment of that 
privilege, their craft would be in danger of being ſet at nought. The 


revenues of the church would certainly be impaired - perhaps utterly de- 


ſtroyed. That ſtructure of wealth and grandeur, of ſpiritual pride and 


temporal dominion, which they have railed upon the ignorance ang credu- 
lity of the people, and which has long been the admiration of the wonder- 
ing world that ſtructure, the work oCages, and the toil of many-genera- 
tions, they know, would immediately tumble about (heir earz—and 8 


bury them in its ruius. 
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| poſſible that the poor, blinded, deluded wor- 


ſhippers. ean be improved---can be edified by 
fuch a mode of worſhip---by ſuch forms of re- 
ligioti ? is it poſſible,” that they can have any 
tendency, either to enlighten the underſtanding, 
or to mend the heart! Common SENSE - pronoun- 
ces it to be impoſſible.---What would you think, 


my brethren, how would you feel, were I juſt 
now to make a tranſition from the Exgliſb to the 


Latin tongue, and to addreſs you in that language? 
I might perhaps, deliver an oration containing 
excellent ſentiments, and elegantly expreſſed ; 
but what would that ſignify to you, if you could 


not underſtand itz if you could not enter into the 


ſpirit of it? It might indeed amuſe you for. a 
little; it might ſet you a ſtaring and wondering; 
but it certainly could have no rational influence 


in making you either wiſer or better. Equally 


uſeleſs then, and infinitely more abſurd is the 


practice which I am endeavouring to expoſe. Nor 
is it repugnant to reaſon only; it is alſo condemn- 


ed by revelation. To this purpoſe, you may read 
what the apoſtle ſays in the firſt epiſtle to the 


Corinthians, xiv chap. from the 14 verſe. FI 
pray in an untnoum tongue; my ſpirit prayeth, but 
my underſtanding is unfruitful. What is it then? 4 


will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray with the 
underſtanding alſo, I will ſing with the ſpirit, and 


J will ſing with the underſtanding alſo. - Elſe, when 
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thou ſbalt bleſs with the ſpirit, how. ſhall be that oc. 
cupieth the room of the unlearned ſay Amen, at thy 


giving of thanks, ſeeing be underſtandeth not what 


thou ſayeſt? For thou verily gi veſt thanks well, but 
the other is not edified. I thank my God, I ſpeak 
with tongues more than you all : Yet in the church 
1 had rather ſpeak fivs words with my underſtanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others alſo, than ten 
thouſand words in an unknown tongue. | 
But, my brethren, however contrary both to 
Scripture and reaſon this practice may be, it has 
ever been tenaciouſly adhered to, by thoſe: who 
preſide in the church of Rome. Upon no account 
whatever, can they be brought to depart from it. 
Accordingly, it may be obſerved, that, about a 
century ago, when ſome of the clergy in France 
had the ſervice of the Maſs tranſlated into the 
vulgar tongue, for the benefit of the people, it 
excited the moſt violent animoſity at the court of 
Rome. The Pape ſwelled with indignation-e-he 
ſtormed with rage---he launched againft them the 
thunders of the church---he loaded them. with the 
moſt ' hateful and opprobrious names---he con- 
demned their conduct as if it had been the worſt, 
and the wickedeſt in the world. as if it had tend- 
ed to deſtroy the beſt and the deareſt intereſts af 
mankind---as if it had tended. to pull up by the 
very roots, t the deep foundations of neee 


itſelf, 


5 „ 
24h, The 4 of tranſulſtantiation, toge- 
ther with the various abſurd, ridiculous, and 
blaſphemous conſequences, with which it is 
fraughted, falls next to be conſidered. The doc- 
trine itſelf is this. the elements of bread and wine 
made uſe of in the ſacrament, it is ſaid, are, by 
the words of conſecration, converted into the real 
body and blood of Chriſt, retaining, at the ſame 
time, all the eſſential properties. without the ſub- 
ſtance of bread and wine. Now, my brethren, I 
beſeech you to obſerve, what a bundle is here of 
nonſenſe, abſurdity, and contradiction. Accord. 
ing to this doctrine, the ſacramental bread poſſeſſes 
all the qualities of bread---it has the colour, the 
ſigure, and the weight of bread---it looks,” and 
feels, and ſmells, and taſtes like bread---and yer 
ir is not bread neither---it is not bread---no---it is 
flcſh---1T is THE FLESH of THE SON OF CoD. It 
is changed into the real and living body of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and yet, what is very wonderful, there is 
no appearance of this change. Ir is fleſh, it ſeems, 
and yet it has none of the properties of fleſh. It 
has neither the colour, the figure, the ſmell, nor 
the taſte of fleſh.---Before we can believe a doc- 
trine ſo big with abſurdity, we muſt reſign our 
underſtandings, and give up with. our ſenſes---we 
muſt become children---nay, my wan we muſt 
become roots and Ibrors. | 
wo he doctrine under conſideration, is not only 
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Pi reprobated by the 3 of our ſenſes; but 4 
ir is contrary likewiſe to the moſt obvious di | 
f | tates of reaſon.” Reaſon teaches us, that one body 
in can be but in one place at the ſame time; but, 
| according to this doctrine, the body of Chriſt may 

| be in ten thouſand different places at the fame 


= - time. It may be in heaven, at the right-hand of | 
jj | | God---dnd It may be upon earth in the right-hand | 

| of the prieſt, It may be in Rome---at Paris---and 

| | | in Peru, at the ſame inſtant of time. If then one 


body can be in more than one place at the ſame 
il time, we may all of us this very moment, be in 
ö | St. Paul's church at London, as well as in this 

Mt church. Beſides, if one body can be in more than 


Jil one place at the ſame time, a man may be a thou- 
ſand miles diſtant from himſelf----and afterwards 
he may come and meet himſelf---ard then he may 
paſs by himſelf---and go to the ſame diſtance he 
was at before. In one place he may be ſtanding 
ſtill---in another place he may be carried aloſg--- 
and ſo he may be both at reſt, and 1 in motion, at 
the very ſame time. Theſe things, my brethren, 
are ſuch glaring abſurdities, and contradictions, 
that certainly no man in his ſenſes can believe 
them. The doctrine then with which they are 
connected muſt neceſſarily be falſe. 

Nor, it may be obſerved, does this doctrine 
receive any countenance, or ſupport from Scrip- 
ture, Were it indeed a doctrine of Scripture, it 
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would ſooner prove Scripture to be falſe, than 
Scripture could prove it to be true but bleſſed 
be God, there is no foundation for ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous abſurdity in the ſacred writings.---This we 
| ſhall naw endeavour to ſhow. 3 

As an evidence that the elements, employed i in 
the ſacrament, ſuffered no change by the words of 
_ conſecration, the apoſtle, i in reciting the inſtitution 
of that holy ordinance, calls them by the very ſame 

names after, which he had given to them before 
their conſecration. Before their conſecration, he 
calls them bread, and the cup; and after the 
conſecration he ſays---as often as ye eat this bread, 

and drink this cup, ye do Hero the Lord's death 
till he come. It is true, indeed, that our Sa- 
viour, when inſtituting this ſacrament, ſaid of 
the bread, This is my body which is broken for you ; 
and of the cup, meaning the wine in the cup, 
This is my blood which is ſhed for you; but it is 
impoſſible that theſe words can be literally under- 
flood; for neither were theſe elements his body 
and blood ; nor was the one broken, or the other 
ſhed, till ſome time after. If the former of theſe 
propoſitions be literally underſtood, it implies in 
it, that our Saviour took his body in his own 
hand, and gave that one body to each of the twelve 
_ apoſtles, at the ſame time; and that each of theſe - 
apoſtles received him wholly---though he was all 

the while ſitting at the table, and converſing with 
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them. This is my body, therefore, muſt. be 
taken, not in a literal, but in a metaphorical ſenſe. 
As if our Saviour had faid, This bread which 1 
now hold in my hand, and which I am about to 

give unto you, is the ſign, the ſymbol, or the 
memorial of my body, which is ſoon to be broken, 
and bruiſed for you upon the croſs. This inter- 
pretation of the words is plain, juſt and natural--- 

mn the other is forced, ridiculous and contradictory. - 

| TIuyhhe Scriptures, it is well known, abound with 

th figurative expreſſions. Of this many examples 
| might be given. I ſhall, however, ſatisfy myſelf 

| with quoting a few which have reſpect to Chriſt 

9 himſelf. In one place he ſays, I am the door; 
3 and in another, I am the true vine; and again, 

Jil the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Iſraelites in the wil- 

4 derneſs, ſays, they drank of the ſpiritual rect which 
followed them, and that rock was Chriſt. Now, if | 
theſe propoſitions be literally underſtood, they 
mean that Chriſt was a door, a dine tree, and a 
rock, which no man enjoying the exerciſe of his 


M reaſon, ever did, or could believe. They muſt 
| therefore be taken in a metaphorical ſenſe, and ſo 
Ul mult the words---This is my body, ſpoken by our 

1 Saviour, when inſtituting the ſacrament of his 


own ſupper. Thus, my brethren, you ſee that 
the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation is contrary to 
Scripture, to reaſon, and to common ſenſe---that 
it ſnocks our underſtandings, and confounds all 


E F 
our faculties. that from firſt to laſt, it is a 1 bun 
dle of nonſenſe, abſurdity, and contradiction *. 


Upon this doctrine the Roman Catholics have 


founded various practices, to which we ought 
here to pay ſome attention. There is, for ex- 


ample, the practice of worſhipping the ſacramen- 


tal elements, from a perſuaſion that they are con- 
verted into the real body, and blood of Chriſt. 


Now, as we have ſhewn. the de&rine itſelf to be 


falſe, this practice built upon it, muſt be regard- 
ed as zdolatry, 


There is another part of their doctrine, upon 
this ſubject, which is indeed admirably fitted to 


exalt the power of the clergy ; but which, how- 
even, is the moſt ſhocking---impudent---and blaſ- 


phemous that ever was propoſed as an object of 


belief to mankind. They affirm, that the prieſt, 
by conſecrating the ſacramental elements, con- 
* As an additional proof, that Chriſt is not corporally preſent in the 


ſacrament, it may be obſerved, that we are told in Scripture (Acts iii. 21.) 
The heavens muſt receive him until the times of the reſtitution of all things. 


About forty days after his reſurrection, he aſcended into heaven. There 
he muſt remain, till the glorious period, when he will deliver up the king- 


dom to God, even the Father. As the heavens have received, ſo they 


muſt retain him, till that grand; till that important day, when he will 


come the ſecond time, without ſin, unto the compleat, and the eternal 
ſalvation of his people. Now, as the body of our Lord is one, and as that 
body, according to the teſtimony of Seripture, muſt reſide in heaven till 
. judgement- day, it is impoſſible that it ſhould now be upon earth; it 

$ impoſſible that it ſhould be exhibited upon the communion table; it is 
impoſſible that it ſhould be in, with, or under, the ſacramental elements ; 
and it is ſtill more impoſſible that it ſhould be in many different places 
at the lame time, 
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verts them into the body and blood of Chriſt; 
and thereby creates the great and the ETERNAL 
G60p. He firſt makes his God---and then eats 
| kim. According to them, he both can, and does 
make him, as often as he pleaſes. He at once 
annihilates the creature, and makes his Creator“ 
This, my brethren, is ſuch horrid blaſphemy, and 
abſurdity, that it deſerves not a ſerious refutation. 
Iven to mention it, muſt be painful to Oy ſo- 
ber, and well diſpoſed mind. 
There is ſtill another particular, in the conduct 
of the church of Rome, cloſely connected with 
this diviſion of the ſubject.—to it, therefore, 1. 
ſhall now beg leave to direct your attention. It 
is this in diſpenſing the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, they with-hold the cup from the people. 
To the clergy they give both the bread and the 
wine; but to the lai they give the bread only. 
Such a practice is evidently a corruption of this 
ſacred inſtitution; for it is directly contrary both 
to the intention, and to the example of our bleſ- 
Ted Saviour. In adminiſtring this holy ordinance 
to his diſciples, he gave them the cup, as well 
as the bread; and as if he meant to guard them 
againſt this abuſe, he commanded them, ſaying, 
Drink ye at! of it; and accordingly, it is ſaid, 
that--/bey all drank of it. How injurious then, to 
the honour of the Redeemer ! and how unjuſt to 
the ſouls of men! is the practice of thoſe, who, 
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WT 
in a matter ſo plainly taught in Scripture, depart 
from the poſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel ; and, 


in a point ſo material, abridge the privileges of 
Chriſtians, What apology do you think, can 


| they offer for their conduct in this reſpect ? Why, 


the giving of the cup to the people, they tell us, 


may be attended with many inconveniences. For 
example they may ſpill it---they may drink of 


it immoderately -- and thereby convert the table 


of the Lord. into the table of devils *. But, my 


brethren, if it were attended with theſe inconve- 


niences, it is very wonderful that our Saviour 
ſhould not have been wiſe enough to forſee them, 


and to provide againſt them. It 1s alſo wonder- 
ful, that, in our religious aſſemblies, we ſhould 


have no experience of them; and, what ſtill 


heightens the wonder, that the whole church of 
Chriſt, for twelve hundred years, ſhould not have 


diſcovered them---for during all that time the 
cup was given to the people when receiving the 


Lord's s ſupper. Beſides, even though what they 


alledge ſhould really happen in ſome nen 


elt is very ſtrange, that they ſhould give this as a or for with- 
holding the cup from the people, when, according to the doctrine of tran- 


ſubſtantiation, it is no longer wine, but blood, which, every one knows, 
does not poſſeſs any intoxicating quality.—A popiſh prieſt endeavouring 
to convince a plain ſenſible Proteſtant, that the wine made uſe of in the 
facrament is chan ged into the blood of Chriſt—Why, ſaid the Proteſtant, 
if you will firſt conſecrate, and then drink, half-a-dozen bottles of that 
fame blood, without deing drunk, 1 will believe your doctrine, but not | 
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till then. 
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1 | 
that is no reaſon why the people in general.ſhould 
be deprived of the ſacramental cup.---}We are not 
10 do evil that good may come.---We are not to alter 


the ordinances, or to maim the inſtitutions of Chriſt, 


in order to avoid any inconveniences, whatſoever. 
To theſe inſtitutions we muſt ſteadily adhere. We 
ought to preſerve them pure and entire, whatever 
may be the conſequences. The conduct, then, 
of the church of Rome, as to the point before us, 
15 both unreaſonable, and antiſcriptural. In it 


there is, at once, impiety to God-- and cruelty 


to men. . Ws 
34ly, The worſhipping of images, or of G 
by images, together with all that adoration, and 


| thoſe prayers, which are daily offered up to ſaints, 


and angels, makes a principal figure in the re- 
ligious obſervances of the church of Rome, That 


they not only make, but worſhip images of God, 


of Chriſt, and of ſaints, is known to all, who are, 
in any degree, acquainted with the popiſh ſyſtem. 
Before theſe images they proſtrate themſelves. --. 
To them---they addreſs that homage, which is 
due only to the ſupreme Jznovan.---From them-- 


they ſollicit thoſe bleſſings, which God alone can 


beſtow.---They pray to them with the ſame faith, 
with the ſame fervour, and with the ſame fre. 
quency---as to the hearer of praycr, If there be 


any ſuch thing as idolatry in the world it is this 


nay, my brethren, this is the very quinteſſence of 


4-08 | 

1a g is idolatry in Fl groſſeſt form of it. 

They not only worſhip God and the Redeemer, by 
images; but, as ſome of their own writers have 
acknowledged, they worſhip the images themſelves. 
As a proof of this, it may be obſerved, that an 
image of the Virgin Mary, in one place, is more 
frequented, than an image of her in another place; 
and ſupplications addreſſed to. that image, it is 
believed, are more prevalent, and powerful. Now, 

I think, it is eaſy to ſhew, that this practice is 
contrary, clearly and expreſsly contrary, to Scrip- 
ture. Take good heed unto yourſelves, ſaid Moſes, 
tes ye corrupt yourſelves, and make you a graven 
image, the ſimilitude of any figure +.---The ſecond 
commandment too js full to this purpoſe. Thou 
alt not make unto thee any graven image, or any. 

likeneſs of any thing, that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to 

them, nor ſerve them F. The church of Rome, 
however, who ſcruple not to employ the moſt 
unfair and fradulent means, to cover, or to pa- 
| liate their iniquitous practices----the church of 
Rome, I ſay, have daſhed this commandment out 
of their devotional books, under pretence of its 
being only a part of the firſt commandment ; but, 
in reality, becauſe it cuts ſo deep againſt their 
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idolatrous conduct in the making, nd: the wor- | 
ſhipping of images *. 

But further, Either to make, or to \ nit 
images of Gop, of CarisT, and of ſaints, reaſon 
itſelf teaches us to be unlawful and abſurd. It 
is impoſſible to make any image, or picture of 
the Fatber Almighty, whom no man hath ſeen, 
nor can ſee, but ſuch as will give us falſe and 
unworthy notions of him.---To theſe pictures he 


bears not the ſmalleſt reſemblance.- He is a pure 


and an inviſible Spirit--they are groſs and material 
objects. He occupies the immenſity of ſpace. 
He fills heaven and earth with his preſence. He 
is indeed every where preſent---but they, from 
their very nature, are bounded in their extenſion. 


They are confined to a certain place, and; there- 


fore make us conceive of him, as if he were limi- 
ted in his preſence and operations. He is the 
wiſe, the powerful, and the vigilant governor of 
the univerſe. - but they are dead, inanimated 
maſſes of matter, neceſſarily leading us to wrong 


* It may not be improper to remark here, that, in order to impoſe up- 
on the people by preſerving the uſual number of commandments, they 
have divided the tenth into two, making the firſt clauſe of it. Thor ſalt 
not covet thy neighbuor*s houſe—the ninth ; and the remaining part of it—the 
tenib. But, it may be obſerved, that, with equal propriety, they might 
have divided it into x, or ſeven commandments; making the prohibi- 
tion, with regard to our neighbour's houſe, the that with regard to 
his wife, the ſecond that concerning his man-ſervant, the third, and fo 
forth. Alas! to what pitiful ſhifts are theſe ſpiritual tyrants obliged to 
have recourſe, in order to ſave appearances with the people, and to maine 


and improper apprehenſions of him. -In ſhort, 
my brethren, all ſuch viſible repreſentations of 
Gop tend to debaſe---not to exalt him in our 
conceptions. They give us low and mean ideas 


of him. They lead us to think that he is altoge- 


ther ſuch a one as ourſel ves. Not only the wor- 
ſhipping then, but the very making of ſuch 
pictures, is impious and unwarrantable. 

Our bleſſed Saviour, it is true, was manifeſted 


in the fleſh---He was exhibited to the world in a 


human form. Notwithſtanding this, however, we 
can have no image or picture bearing any reſem- 
blance of him; for we have tranſmitted to us no 
traces, either of his perſon, or countenance. We 


know nothing about his ſize, his ſhape, his com- 


-plexion, his features, his air, or his manner. 


All images of him, therefore, muſt be vain, falſe 
and - unmeaning. And, my brethren, as it is 
impoſſible to make any juſt repreſentations of 


him, ſo it would be wrong to worſhip them, even 
though we could make them ; becauſe all ſuch 


images are only thoſe of a mere man; whereas 
CHRIST is God as well as man---He is Immanuel, 


God with us.---And, with regard to worſhip- 
ping the images of ſaints, it may be obſerved, 


that we have no Authority-to worſhip the ſaints 


themſelves, and therefore certainly ought not to 
worſhip their images. | 
 Belides, worſhipping images, or God by images, 


So Mn . 
3 x 


7 * 
* * r 


* * N 
* <* 4 


124 ] 

the diſciples of the church of Rome are culpa- 
ble in another reſpect, which is nearly allied 
to this part of the ſubject. They offer up ſolemn 
prayers to angels, to ſaints, and particularly to 
the Virgin Mary. They addreſs them in the moſt 
impious ſtrains of adoration, They not only ap- 
ply to them as interceſſors, and mediators between 
God and them---they not only ſolicit them to em- 
ploy their influence, at the court of heaven, for 
promoting their happineſs and falvation; but 
they worſhip them in the ſame manner as they do 
GOD HIMSELF, They addreſs. them as the di- 
rect, and immediate objects of religious homage. 
They aſk of them thoſe bleſſings, which God 
alone can beſtow. They pray to them for the 
pardon of their ſins, for the ſanctification of their 
natures, and for the redemption of their ſouls. 
Such prayers they offer up to multitudes of 
ſaints, and above all te the Virgin Mary the mo- 
ther of our Lord *. Her they addreſs in the 
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* Were we to judge by the practice of the church of Rome, we might 
conclude, that the New Teſtament was filled with exhortations to wor- 
ſhip the bleſſed Virgin. This, however, is ſo far from being the caſe, 
that there is not, in that ſacred book, one ſingle ſentence to that purpoſe. 
In the Goſpels ſhe is ſeldom, and indeed but occaſionally mentioned. In 
the Acts of the apoſtles, ſhe is ſpoken of but once. In the Epiſtles, and 
in the book of Revelation, ſhe is not mentioned at all—but whether ſhe 
be mentioned or not, it may be affirmed, that there is neither precept, nor 
example for worſhipping her. Our Saviour, as it were forſeeing the bad 
uſe that would be made of it, ſtudiouſly avoided. treating her with any 
extraordinary degree of attention, or reſpect. This was ſo much the caſe, 
that were it not for the reaſon which has juſt now been ſuggeſted, ons 


PE 


higheſt firains of adoration- in the moſt ceded 


language of piety and devotion. They worſhip 


| her more than all the hoſt of heaven beſides--- 
they worſhip her more than our bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf. they worſhip her infinitely more indeed 


than the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt. They have inſtituted a form of worſhip, 


called the Roſary, in which there are ten petitions | 
addreſſed to her, for one to the Majeſty of heaven 
and earth. In theſe devotional exerciſes they be- 


ſtow upon her the moſt extravagant and courtly 
_ epithets. . They ſtile her the Empreſs of heaven 
the Queen of angels and men---the mother of 
mercy the fountain of grace and ſalvation---the 
only hope of ſinners. They beſeech her to de- 
liver them from all evil, and to bleſs them with 


would almoſt be led to think, that he was rather wanting in this particulat. 


At the. marriage in Cana of Galilee, for example, when the told him that 
they had no wine, he ſaid unto her ¶ omen what have I to do with thee *? 
In another place, when he was told by one of the multitude, that his 
mother, and his brethren, ſtood without deſiring to ſpeak with him ; 
without taking any notice of them, he anſwered and ſaid unto him that 
told him M bo is my mother] and wwho are my brethren? And he ltretched 
forth his hand toward his diſciples, and ſaid— Behold my mother, and my 
brethren. For whoſoever ſtall do the vill of my Father who is in heaven, the 
fame is my brother, and ſifeer, and mother +.—Still further, when the woman 
exclaimed-in the language of rapture—PBlefſed is the womb that bare thee, 
and the breaſts that gave thee ſuch ! he ſaid unto her—Yea, rather bleſſed are 
they that hear the word of God and keep it f: From theſe obſervations then, 
we may ſee how ill founded is the practice of the church of Rome in wor- 
ſhipping the Virgin Mary ; and how far it was. from our Saviour's inten- 
tion that divine honours ſhould be offered unto her. | 


1 Ichn ii. 4. 4 Matth. xii. 48, 49, 5% * ; Luke ui. 27, 28. 
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all good; to give them grace here, and glory 
hereafter. Nay, my brethren, they Blaſphemouſſy 
intreat of her, that, in virtue of her parental au- 
thority, ſhe would command her fon to confer 
upon them all ſpiritual, and eternal bleſſings. --- ' 
This idolatrous practice, evidently wicked in it- 
ſelf, is ſeverely condemned in Scripture. Curſed . 
4 | be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh bis 
4 arm . I am the Lord, that is my name, and my 
= glory will I not give to another, neither my praiſe to 
5 | q | graven images f. -I hou ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy 
= , God, and him only fhalt thou ſerve F. And as 
; il | there is no authority for it from Scripture, ſo nei- 
1 - ther is there .any foundation for it in reaſon. We 
i have no cauſe to believe, that the angels and ſaints 
. 1 in heaven, either know our wants, or hear out 
8 prayers; for divine revelation, which alone could 
| inform us of this, is altogether ſilent on that ſub- 


ject. If they know that religious homage is paid 

to them, we have reaſon to believe, that they diſ- 
approve of it : for, ſaid the angel to the apoſtle: 
John, when he was about to offer him divine ok 
nours---See thou do it not---1 am thy fellsw-ſervant, 
and of thy brethren that have the teſtimony of Feſus--- 
©0rſhip God ||. Beſides, we are ſure that, though 
they were pleaſed with our worſhip---though they 
both knew our wants, and heard our requeſts, 
they are altogether unable to anſwer them.---God 


— 


+ Jer. b. 3. f Ita. Kli. 3. 4 Mat. iv. 10. || Rev. xix. 19. 


— 4 — 2 Sr . 0 
* L — — < . 
rainy yoo „„ — a - ——— n — SUPT: 
2 : 82 2 RT, A — 
— —— > . CY — 
: a . 


93 ries 4s os png ery regs 


VO I — 


c. 
F. — et Or OE rey ries ares gy = 4 


EY 


alone can bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſings from 


heavenly places in Chriſt. God alone is the ob- 
jeect of religious worſhip and as there is but one 
God, fo there is but one Mediator between God 
and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. The practice, 
therefore, of praying to ſaints and angels, is ma- 
nifeſtly unreaſonable and unſcriptural. 

Beſides the doctrines, and practices, which have 
already been pointed out, there are various others 
. to which, did time permit, we ſhould now dire& 
your attention. There.is, for example, the infal- 
libility of the Pope, of the church, or of general 
councils. There are purgatory, penances, pil- 


grimages, indulgences, auricular confeſſion, pri- 


vate abſolution, and prayers for the dead. There 
are extreme unction, an unwarrantable number 
of ſacraments, and works of ſupererogation. 
There are the deſtructive doctrines of keeping no 


faith with heretics, the diſpenſing power of the 


Pope, equivocation, and mental reſervation in the 


taking of oaths.” With regard to all of theſe, it 
may be affirmed, becauſe it is true, that they are 


common ſenſe ; bur that, like the other parts of 


the popub ſyſtem, they are founded in policy * on 
the part of the prieſts, and in ignorance on the 


* Pony *; in all its lets; is a finiſhed ſyſtem of worldly policy; a tyllem | 


formed with conſummate (kill, and managed with infinite addreſs, It is 


indeed a pecuniary ſyſtem artfully contrived to hood: wink the people, 


while their pockets are o picking. 
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part of the people. From beginning to end, hm 


are a compoſition of knavery and deceit; of de- 
luſion and ſuperſtition 4 of tyranny and oppreſ- 


ion ; of abſurdity and contradiction, of 1 en 


and blaſphemy. 
What then can we think of the 1 which 


teaches ſuch doctrines, and authoriſes ſuch prac- 
tices? Ought ſhe not to be branded with the. 


deepeſt infamy ? Ought ſhe not to be held up to 


all the world as an object of ſcorn and con- 


tempt ?-------of abhorrence and deteſtation! Is 


the not clearly and indiſputably------The mother 
of abominations ? Has ſhe not given birth, and 


nouriſhment, and ſtrength to numberleſs abo- 
minations?----abominations which are offenſive 
to God, and ruinous to men-------abominations 
which are the bane of human happineſs, 
and a diſgrace to human nature !---What think 


you, for inſtance, of the abominable means ſhe © 


has employed for propagating, and ſupporting 
her religion in the world ? What 'think you of 
her employing, for that purpoſe, fire and ſword ? 


axes, and racks, and gibbets, and every other 


inſtrument of torture! Has not her progreſs far 


and wide been marked with blood. with the. 


blood of the ſaints! Has it not been marked 


with deſtruction and death, in every horrid, in 
every hideous form ! What think you of the per- 


ſecutions raifed by her in Scotland, in Engleng, in 
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Franchi in Flanders, in Ge ermany, in Hungary, in 
Bobemia, and in almoſt every chriſtian country 
under heaven? What think you of the thouſands, 
the myriads, the millions of the Almighty's ſer- 
vants, which ſhe has cruelly butchered in the Al- 
mighty's name! What think you of the carnage 


committed by her in Paris on St. Bartholomew's 


day, when about thirty thouſand Proteſtants were 
barbarouſly murdered in cold blood 24 What 
think you of the maſſacre of Jreland, in the reign 
of Charles the Firſt, in which above an hundred 
and fifty thouſand \ Proteſtants were miſcrably 
butchered in the ſpace of two months----butcher- 
ed chiefly by the Popijh priefts +1 


* It is worthy of obſervation, that as fon as intelligence of this 


dreadful maſſacre was brought to Rome, the Pope went, in ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion, to the church of St. Lewis, and there offered up for it public 
thanks to the mereiful Parent of mankind. The ſame ſhocking ſcene tos 
was exhibited in a ſplendid picture, adorned with this pompuous inſerip- 


tion— THE TRIUMPH OF THE CHURCH. . | 5 


+ This unparallelled maſſacre may juſtly be regarded as a deciſive proof, 


and as a proper illuſtration of the perſecuting ſpirit of Popery. It exhibits. 


to our view one of the moſt tragical ſeenes that ever the ſun beheld ! It ſets 
before us, indeed, one of the moſt aſtoniſhing events that is recorded in 
the annals of the world—that is to be met with in the hiſtory of man- 
kind! The unhappy perſons who were the objects of it ſuffered all the in- 
ſolence and abuſe—all the cruelty and torture, which the ingenuity of 


their enemies, whetted by malice, could ſuggeſt to them ! Ihe very recital 


Several thouſand Prote - 


of theſe eruelties is ſhocking to humanity !- 


ſtants were burnt in their houſes. Multitudes, after being ſtripped quite 
naked, were driven with ſwords and ſpikes to the banks of rivers, and 
then puſhed headlong into the ſtream. Some were barbaroufly mangled, 
and then turned out to pine away in the high roads—others, after being 
eruelly fettered, were thrown into dungeons, where they longed for death, 
to put a period to their milerable exiſtence, Some were fo happy as to be 


30 
What think you of the gun- powder W in 
as reign of James the Firſt ?--a conſpiracy trulx 


favoured with the milder death of hanging others, more unfortunate, 
were buried alive while many, wretched beyond all the power of deſerip- 
don, were buried up to the chip only, and then left to periſh by ſlow, and 
imperceptible degrees. Some, with ropes about their necks, were dragged 
through wocds, and bogs, and ditches till they expired—others were 
hung up by the arms, and then miſerably ſlaſhed, to ſhew how many 
wounds a Proteſtam could bear. Some were flayed alive. Some were- rip» 
ped up, and their intrails left to hang about their Heels others had their 
eyes plucked out; their ears, their noſes, and their hands lopped off. 
Some were boiled to death—others were ſtoned to death. One Proteſtant 
miniſter was put into a caſk lined with iron ſpikes, and rolled vp ang 7 
down till he died. Parents were roaſted to death in the preſence of their 
children—and children in the preſence of their parents. Children were 
fotce# to be the executioners of their parents, wives of their huſbands, 
mothers of their children and then they themſelves were deprived of thay 
life, which they had endeavoured to purchaſe—at fo horrid a price. When 
any of theſe victims were drawn, by the dread of ſuffering, to profeſs 
their belief of the popiſh doctrines, the perſecutors would inſultingly tell 
them, they were in a good faith now; that they would prevent their fall- 
ing from it, and returning to hereſy—and then would immediately cut 
their throats. If any eſcaped their murdering hands, they were hunted 
/ and worried to death by their dogs. In ſhort, it would be endleſs to re- 
count all the methods, which they employed to inſult, and torture the 
poor, helpleſs, inoffenſive Proteſtants, Death, armed with ten thouſand 
horrors death, accompanied with every cireumſtance of ignominy and 
barbarity, was the oo n of young and = 'of rich 


4 
' 


and poor! 

The maſſacre was univerſal, Neither ſex, nor youth, nor age, excited 
any compaſſion, All conditions were involved in one general, and pro- 
miſcuous ruin! In vain did the unhappy victim appeal to the ſacred ties of 
humanity, of hoſpitality, of family connections, and all the tender obliga- 
tions of ſocial commerce! Companions, friends, relations, not ouly deni+ | 
ed protection, but, with their own hands, dealt the fatal blow! In vain 
did the pious ſon plead for his devoted parent—he himſelf was doomed to 
ſuffer a more premature mortality! In vain did the affectionate mother en- 
dcavour to ſoften, in behalf of her helpleſs children, the unſecling heart of 


* 


"T Þ 1 
worhy of ben and of Rome ! a confpiracy 80 


for the deſtruction of the Proteſtant religion in 
this country formed for the ruin of the nation 


itſelf, by cutting off it's prince, it's nobles, it's re- 
preſentatives! And, above all, what think you of 
the INQU1SITION ?---that infernal laughter houle, 


-where all the cruelty that devils can invent, or that 


devils can inflit, has long been practiſed in ter- 


rible perfection !---Here, to borrow the language 
of a celebrated writer, ] could a tale unfold 


„ whoſe lighteſt word would harrow up your 
* ſouls, freeze your very blood, make your eyes, 


* like ſtars, ſtart from their ſpheres, your knotty 


* and combined locks to part, and each particu- 


* Jar hair to ſtand on end, like quills upon the 


« frerful porcupine!” But, my. brethren, the 
ſcene is too horrid---nature fickens at the proſpect 


- of it---rehgion turns away her ear with abhor- 
rence, and groans for the ſufferings of her bleed- 
ing children]! we will not therefore hurt your 


feelings ; we will not put you to more pain, by 


the aſlaſ n She v was reſerved to behold them cruelly „ then 


herſelf to undergo a like fate! The weeping wife, lamenting over the 
mangled carcaſe of her huſband, experienced a death no leſs dreadful, than 


that which ſhe beyailed! Women too, having their feeble minds inflamed 
with religious frenzy, were mare ferocious than the men—and children, en- 
couraged by the example, and ſimulated by the exhortation of their 
te. ſtained their tender age with the blackeſt deeds of human butch- 
ery! Such was the ſcene of blood and murder exhibited in the king- 


| dom of Ireland ! Such was the barbarity committed, or applauded, by 
| theſe ſanftifed Butchers the Popiſo Tigi. / 


-- 
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painting the horrors, or by reciting the Gn 


tions of this hateful, of this helliſh tribunal, 


What has been ſaid may ſerve to give you ſome 


idea of the bloody ſpirit of popery *; and to con- 


vince you that the church of Rome is indeed 
The mother of abomi nations. 
As the conclufion of this diſcourſe, Queries 
let me now aſk you, what think you of theſe things 
in the hearing? and how do you feel upon the 
review of them? What think you, for example, 
of the rulers of the church ſhutting out the broad 
day light of heaven, and ſetting up in room of 
it the miſerable taper of human authority ? Whar 
think you o eu extinguiſhing On: nen 


* With this ſanguinary ſpirit all Roman Catholics 5 been animated, 
in exact proportion to their zeal for the intereſt, and honour of tlie church. 
It has long been interwoven with their religious ſyſtem; it has long been 
ſtamped upon their character and conduct. — Etery. real Papiſt is a perſe- 
cutor by his principles—and every ſuch Papiſt, we may believe, would 4 
if he had power and opportunity, be a perſecutor in his practice. His 


great object is to encreaſe the ſplendor, and to raiſe the glory of the 


church. Whatever contributes to promote theſe i important purpoſes, is 
lawful, is meritorious. In ſuch a cauſe the ent ſanctifies the means. In | 
ſuch a cauſe falſhood is truth; and cruelty i is compaſſion ! 

The popiſh clergy, it may be remarked ſtill further, are avowed, and 


ſworn enemies to all Proteſtants. In the Roman port:fical, publiſhed by 


order of Pope Clement VIII. there is an oath, which is adminiſtered to all 
Bi Mopo, at their conſecrafion, and to all Mctrobolitans, at their inſtalment. 
The oath conſiſts of various articles. Here you are preſented witli one of 
them, as it ſtands in the original. — Hwreticos, Schiſmaticos, & Rebelles 
eidem Domino noſtro, vel Succeſſoribus pre dictis pto poſſe perſequar & 
impugnabo. — The tranſlation of it is this: Heretics, Schiſmatics, and 
Rebels to our ſaid Lord, (the Pope) or to his forelaid ſucceſſors, I with 
according to my ability, perſecute and oppole. - , 


tis } 


light of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and fetting up in- 
place of it, the falſe, the glimmering, the uncer- 
tain light of oral tradition ? What think you of 
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their ſhutting out the light of truth · the light of 


the word of God, and thereby leaving the people 


to grope in darknelſs---to wander in the wilderneſs 


of ſuperſtition, of error and deception ?----What 
think you of their offering up public, and ſocial 
prayers, in a language totally unknown to, at 


leaſt, ninety nine of a hundred in the aſſembly, 


and thereby rendering it impoſſible for them to 
worſhip God, with any degree of rational devo- 
tion ?. What think you of the abſurd, and ridicu- 
lous doctrine of tranſubſtanti ation; together with 
all the idolatry, and blaſpheniy uicht they have 
grafted upon it ?--- What think you of their ſacri- 
| legiouſly with- -holding, from the people, the ſacra- 
mental cup; and thereby putting it out of their 
power to commemorate the death of Chriſt, in 
the manner which he himſelf has appointed ?- 


What think you of their worſhipping images, or 


Gop and the REDEEMER by images ?---W hat think 
you of their praying to ſaints and angels, with the 


ſame faith, with the ſame fervour, and with the 
ſame frequency, which they employ in addreſſing 
the Father of mercies and the Hearer of prayer ?--- 
What think you of all the force and fraud; of all 


the craft and cruelty which they have exerciſed 
in propagating theſe irrational doctrines and theſe 
E | 3 
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4 ©" jdolatrous practices ? What think you af cheir 

1 commanding men to believe the ene, and to per- 

| form the other, under pain of death and deſtruc- 
tion in this world----and of eternal damnation in 
the world to come? What think you of all theſe 

things ?---What emotions do * excite in your 
minds? 1 

Why, my 5 eB = ou 8 a- 
ſtoniſh and confound you! They muſt excite in 
your minds horror, averſion, and diſguſt ! They 
mult awaken in your breaſts ſentiments of high - 
indignation againſt the cruel, the murderous 
prieſts - and ſentiments of the moſt tender pity, 
towards the poor, blinded, deluded people ! 
The conſideration of theſe things muſt ſend yau 

often to the throne of grace, praying, that the 
Lord would deſtroy the man of ſin, with the Spi- 
rit of his mouth, and with the brightneſs of his 
coming That the judgement, downfal, and total 
ruin of the mother of abominations may be haſtened 
That the deluſion, the ſuperſtition, the tyranny, | 
and the will-worſhip of the church of Rome, may 
ſoon come to an end That God would be the glo- 
ry, the guardian, the bulwark, and the defence 

of the Proteſtant churches. That the intereſts of 
the Reformation may be preſerved and promot- Fe 
ed---That the ſpread, and the growth of Popery 
in this land may be prevented, That the inſi - 
dious, and the cruel deſigns of the emiſſaries 


of Antichriſt among us may be diſappointed---That 
our valuable privileges, both ſacred and civil, 
may be tranſmitted, entire and uncorrupted, to 
the lateſt generations---That the pure religion, and 
and the gentle ſpirit of the goſpel may univerſally 
prevail---And, that all the kingdoms of the world 
may ſpeedily become the kingdom of our Lord, 

and of his Cbriſt. Amen. _— 
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